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Izzie 
 
Storyboardthat.com  a great tool to help young people visualise storytelling .  

• Participants can send screenshots or images to leader or share with each other to 
help explain ideas and create worlds. The free version allows you to make 3 free 
storyboards per week.  

 
Ruth  
 
Actor Q&A Sessions 
Strangetown are beginning to plan online offer and hoping to start sharing activity soon. 
Currently planning an online masterclass with patron Tallulah Greive. Online sessions will be 
held for different age groups, which a member of staff will chair and she’ll answer 
questions. If this is a success will hope to repeat with other actors.  
 
Eleanor  
 
Re-create a famous movie scene. 
Have been creating challenges for their young people around set themes, often using a 
video prompt. 

• Leaders did theirs first to start off and provide inspiration. Participants have 
submitted recordings and staff have edited them together as one long film.  

• Lots of participants have used found objects around the house and used them to 
create sets. 

• Carried out this exercise with upper primary to secondary pupils. Videos were 
submitted via a few different sources, including private message on social media and 
email.  

• Updates to parents via email to spread the word about the challenge. 
 
Kat  
 
Zoom Scripts 
The chat box in Zoom has been really helpful for writing scripts. As the participants names 
are displayed in the chat it’s very easy for groups to read the chat out as a script. 

• In first online meetings as part of the check in asked participants to put in all the 
things they had eaten and read it back, which made a fun starter script.  

• Have now moved on to other subjects, and using the process to create some 
improvised dialogue. For example, the group have done some individual free writing 
activities, and participants have shared lines in the chat that stood out to them.  

https://www.storyboardthat.com/


• The process has helped to develop new ideas and the company are working towards 
creating a devised script writing process. Top tip – Before you close Zoom don’t 
forget to copy and paste, or save your chat after the meeting!  

 
 
Rachel  
 
Icebreaker Games  
Adapting the games that are popular with the group in person and moving them online: 

- Pass the object  - pretending you are holding a ball for example and “passing” it on 
to another member of the group. Eg “its really heavy/smelly/slippy” etc. 

- In my room – picking an object you have and building a story around it. Each 
member of the group gets a sentence. Eg “Here’s this bell, it was my 
grandmother’s…” (pass it on to the next person who elaborates the story) “she 
found it in a mystical cave…” 

 
Amy  
 
Online Workshop Tips 

- On Zoom you can share sound from your computer with all the other participants in 
a chat. Access this through the share screen option (green button at the bottom of 
the chat). Can set an atmosphere when people enter the room, and group can work 
together to create playlists. If you are the host of the meeting you can update your 
settings to choose if other participants have the ability to share their screens/music 
etc, or set it so that only you/your co-hosts can do this).  

- When running a workshop with other people have found it really useful to rehearse 
the workshop in advance. 

- Use the Whiteboard  feature for games of Pictionary! You can also access this 
through the screen share option. 

 
Miriam  
 
Zoom Games 

- Share the Sentence - One person is muted, and rest of the group are not. Person 
who is muted acts out/says a sentence and others try to lip read and guess what 
they are saying. 

- Share the song – As above but with a song. You can give it your all and no one has to 
hear you sing!  

- Verbal Bingo – whoever is hosting uses the private chat feature to give each person 
a word (or list of words) they need to say during the game. Start a normal 
conversation and try to get in your word without anyone noticing– if someone thinks 
you have used one of the words provided they can call you out. If you manage to say 
all your words without being called out – shout bingo!  

- What’s in my hand -  30 secs to run off screen and find an object. Keeping it hidden 
they try to describe what they have got without showing it. You can tell the truth or 
make something up.  

 



Kirsty  
 
Social Media Tasks  
Have been setting weekly tasks open to all age ranges that can be participated in 
throughout the week:  

-  Household Monologue  - Come up with a monologue from the point of view of 
household objects, not that we are in lockdown. Eg  what does the fridge, plant, fly 
on the wallthink. Asked YP to send through an audio file, and staff have edited them 
together. Audio has worked really well for those who don’t want to make a film. 

- Collage Video - Collated a video of all YP saying “hello”. Worked really well as a 
reminder that the group is still around and part of a community.  Another video 
challenge asked people to respond to the word  ‘Springing’. 

- Question of the week – setting a topic each week to keep conversation going on 
social media. 

 
All these activities have required quite a lot of time from staff to collate, edit etc. Which is 
worth bearing in mind if you have limited staff capacity. 
 
Roxana 
 
Audacity and Acapella are both great apps for editing sound on phone or computer. 
 
Mindfulness activity  have been useful to take a moment together at the start of a session – 
for example saying what you are grateful for. Providing an opportunity to connect and 
focus. 
 
Arts and Crafts activities - asking for creative responses to set stimulus.  
 
Julie  
 
Offline/Online 
Currently sending out physical packs for Young People to work on from home. This is 
especially useful as many don’t have internet or device access. Now looking  at ways to tie 
this in to digital activity, for example one of the offline tasks involves creating new musical 
instruments from household objects and hope to eventually use film and audio recordings 
from each participant to make this into a music video. 
 
Jenny  
 
Group have been watching NT Live performances and discussing production via a zoom 
session afterwards. 
 
Family Quiz  taking place later this week. Participation has been lower so opening some 
additional opportunity out to other people in the household as well. 
 
Alan  
 

https://www.audacityteam.org/
https://www.mixcord.co/pages/acapella


Kinemaster is a good app for home video editing. 
 
Youth Theatre Ireland’s weekly skills share notes shared on website. Conversations 
beginning to focus to a more long term point as we adjust to looking to the future and 
sustaining this practise going forward. 
 
 
Useful links and resources: 
 

• Don’t forget, YouTube / Vimeo have the option to use a password if you don’t want 
to share your content publicly.  

 
• YTAS’s Coronavirus Youth Theatre Sector Guidance is being continually updated. We 

have also created a document of Zoom Tips – which we will add to and develop as 
we learn more. 

 
• Company Three’s digital safeguarding template is really useful starting point for 

adapting your policies and practises to improve online safety. 
 

• YTAS will be holding another ideas sharing session in May as part of our YT Essentials 
Online programme. Please do keep a look out online and join any other sessions or 
our weekly check-ins for Managers and Freelancers. 

 

https://www.kinemaster.com/
-%09http:/www.youththeatre.ie/programmes/new-stage
https://www.ytas.org.uk/resources/toolkit/coronavirus-guidance/
https://www.ytas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/YTAS-Guide-to-Zoom-April-2020.pdf
http://www.companythree.co.uk/resources#coronavirus-resources
https://www.ytas.org.uk/yt-essentials-programme/
https://www.ytas.org.uk/yt-essentials-programme/
https://www.ytas.org.uk/resources/all-resources/ytas-sector-support-check-ins/

